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Volume 23 Issue 3! AMA #4143! March 2009

! Newsletter of the WRIGHT FLYERS R/C Club 

! Website: www.joeld.net/wfrc

Meeting Highlights
 On Tuesday, February 10th, the Wright Flyers held 
the monthly membership meeting at the Monticello 
Middle School, room #29. This was the fifth winter 
season meeting with three more to go before returning 
like buzzards to the Montissippi field this May. 

 President Scott Leiferman called the meeting to 
order at 7:02 PM. There were fourteen people in 
attendance at this meeting including four club officers. 

 The minutes from the January meeting published in 
the February newsletter were reviewed and approved. 
There was no treasurer’s report given.. 

 Leo Davids gave an overview of the activity at the 
TCRC auction which he had attended Saturday, 
February 7th. In summary, it was well run and had lots 
of good deals. Buzz Plante of the WFRC club was 
also seen at the auction.  

 Wayne VanDenBoom and Leo Davids had noticed 
that a new RC Club is being formed in the area. The 
club is called Third Dimension RC Club (3DRC) 
organized by heli and IMAC giant scale pilots and has 
their regular meetings at the Grace Life Church in 
Anoka. Of particular interest to our club is the 3DRC 
field location which is just west of the town of 
Nowthen in Northern Anoka County. That puts their 
field about a mile due north of the Twin Lakes Park 
which we have held float fly’s at for the last few years 
in early May. It will have to be considered if this event 
can continue, considering the likelihood of frequency 
interference with that close a spacing.   !

 Scott Leiferman advised that at our March meeting 
we should begin event planning for the upcoming 
flying season. Three events need to be set; the field 

The Wright Flyer

The next meeting is scheduled for 
7:00 PM on Tuesday, March 10th, 2009. 

It will be held in Room 29 of  the 
Monticello Middle School. 

Be aware that the room number can change but 
should be posted if  it does.

cleanup day, the Float Fly and the summer picnic and 
Fun Fly. From this meeting we would like to have dates 
set, coordinators named and scope of the activities that 
the coordinators can budget, plan and solicit help for.

 The meeting was adjourned at 7:48 PM

Show and Tell
 The sole presenter this month was Nate Ewing with 
a “creation” he had put together from miscellaneous 
parts he had around the shop. The wing was from an 
Easy Sport 60 which was a hi-wing trainer of sorts. 
Nate covered the wing with plastic covering and 
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installed aileron servos and landing gear for its new 
low-wing application. The fuselage and tail feathers 
were from a Ryan scale plane. He has the radio gear 
and engine in the plane but still needs to replace the 
tail wheel which he had scavenged for another project. 

 Nate also is in the process of trying to fashion a 
pair of floats for his Eagle II. He started by getting 
construction foam insulation sheets at the lumber yard 
and laminating sheets together for the necessary cross-
section. He is trying to come up the appropriate  
bottom contour and step after which he hopes to 
sheet the foam with balsa. 

Upcoming Events 
 Bulk Fuel Order - King Kong Hobbies in Coon 
Rapids is offering a bulk fuel order. They are offering 
various nitro blends of Wildcat, Cool Power, Omega 
and Powermaster brands in 4 gallon lots. Your order 
must be paid for and received by March 30th for 
pickup after April 3rd. See or call Leo Davids for order 
forms with a list of fuels. Orders must be mailed to or 
brought to King Kong’s store with check or money 
order for payment. 

 TCRC Spring Float Fly - The Twin Cities RC Club 
will hold their annual spring fly-in for float planes on 
Saturday, May 9th, at the Bush Lake park in 
Bloomington. The event will begin at 11 AM. Check 
the club’s website at www.tcrconline.com for more 
details as the event comes closer.

 Big Sky Hobby Swap Meet - Jeremy Steinmueller  is 
resurrecting his hobby store parking lot swap meet at 
his new Big Sky Hobby Store on 3402 Federal Drive in 
Eagan. This event will run from 8 AM to Noon on 
Sunday, May 17th. There is no registration fee and 
complementary hot breakfast(?) will be available. Call 
Jeremy at 651-905-8909 with questions.

Membership Report
 We received our WFRC Club charter application 
from AMA at the end of February.  As of submitting 
this charter renewal we still have nine of last years 
members whose AMA had expired and needs 
renewing. We will check our members’ status with 
AMA again before the April newsletter goes out to see 
if things get taken care of before the flying season at 
the field gets underway. 

 On a more positive note, a few club membership 
renewals came in during and after the February 
meeting bringing the total to 24 for the 2009 season. 
Hopefully, the 13 holdouts left from last year’s roster 

will be waking up from their deep winter hibernation 
and literally spring back into the air before long.

A Day at the Auction
 On Saturday, February 7th, the Twin Cities RC Club 
held their 33rd annual consignment auction of RC 
aircraft items. This event has developed into a major 
winter event in the upper Midwest, drawing hundreds 
of sellers, bidders and items for sale for the one day 
event. Over the years, the TCRC Club has 
incrementally improved their operating mechanics to 
sustain the popularity of this auction format. 
However, this year the club figuratively speaking took 
the bull by the horns to raise the auction to a whole 
new level. The cornerstone of this effort was securing 
a new venue with the space to allow this size event to 
be well orchestrated. TCRC was able to use the Cross 
Point Church, Bloomington, where they hold their 
monthly meetings. The remarkable thing was that the 
church’s central sanctuary was set up to be the main 
auction hall. The voluminous area with vaulted ceiling 
was easily able to accommodate at least 300 people 
and still feel uncluttered. They had the audio/video 
facilities to keep bidders fully appraised of the action 
from anywhere in the room, including a canteen area 
for the food and beverage service they provided.  The 
impound area was very nearly able to display all the 
consigned items and allow the bidders to get a decent 
look before the auction started. With the competent 
staff starting at 8AM, they were able to get everyone 
and everything registered so that the auction was 
underway at 9:30 AM.

 By 3:30 PM everything was run through the auction. 
That was not because there weren’t a lot of items, 
word is there were over 300 items that went through 
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the auction, but because of the efficient and 
professional operation of the TCRC staff. If you 
didn’t know better, you would think this was a weekly 
event not something done only once a year. As a seller, 
you would always hope that items would go for a little 
more than they did, but considering the economy, 
things that are not necessities were going for about 
what you’d expect them to. TCRC reported that the 
seller population as well as total number of items 
offered for bid were down about 30% from last year.

 Here’s hoping that the dip in the activity doesn’t 
deter TCRC from orchestrating another grand 
production like this next year. Frankly, I have skipped 
this event many times in previous years because it 
seemed like such a “grind” to attend, let alone buy or 
sell, but with this year’s venue,  time flew  by and it was 
relaxing and enjoyable for the whole day. Even if you 
don’t intend to be a serious buyer or seller, I’d rate it is 
a good winter’s day of entertainment for the cost of a 
bidder’s card, some raffle tickets, beverage and snacks. 

Wings Over Venice
 During our recent escape from the Minnesota cold 
to southwest Florida, I had the opportunity to attend 
an annual IMAA chapter #697 fly-in held by the RC 
Fliers of Venice at their field outside Venice Florida. 
The site is a solid waste disposal compound run by the 
local government (not sure if it is city or county). The 
flying field itself is on a parcel inside this compound. 
It has covered pit area and a 50'x450' asphalt runway.

 The IMAA aircraft are commonly referred to as 
giant scale size and most of the aircraft flown and on 
display conformed to that size requirement. The club 
has a photo gallery of this year’s event on the internet 
a t ht tp ://picasaweb.google.com/venicerc8/
IMAA2009#

 The field is quite impressive although they have had 
a flying restriction implemented that bothers them 
some since I last visited their facility about 5 years ago. 
A recycle facility was added which appears to be less 
than 1000 feet off the west end of their runway. They 
had to mark a no-fly-zone for this facility with a fence 
that is only about 500 feet off the end of the runway. 
Depending on the wind and speed of an aircraft, the 
no-fly-zone can be tough to manage. 

 One star of the event was a 50% (yes that is " 
scale!) Piper J3 clipped-wing Cub flown by an expert 
Futaba Team pilot, Bill Hempel. It was powered by a 
DA 150 twin 2-cycle gasoline engine that provide near 
3D performance capabilities to the pilot. During the 

morning flight, a wheel 
came off during a 
touch & go but the 
pilot continued doing 
one-wheel touch & 
goes and finally landed 
without damaging or 
even nosing over the Cub. But the mechanical problem 
was a precursor of  disaster yet to come on the next 
flight.

 But first, the other star of the event was a 40% 
Decathlon flown by Gene Payson. This aircraft was 
similar in size to the 
Cub but was more 
naturally aerobatic and 
not nearly so over 
powered as the Cub. It 
was flown in very scale 
and graceful maneuvers 
which the full sized 
Decathlon would  likely 
accomplish.  

 After a noon lunch break, Messer’s Hempel and 
Payson decided to treat the crowd to an impromptu 
formation aerobatic show with the Cub and 
Decathlon. They proceeded to put on a great show of 
formation maneuvers over the course of about 10 
minutes, sometimes the Cub leading and other times 
the Decathlon leading. 

 I know you are all thinking this is leading up to a bad 
ending (.a.k.a., mid-air) but the disaster that ended it 
was quite unexpected. The Cub was following the 
Decathlon around in a inverted banked turn and 
suddenly the Cub’s wing folded up and it went straight 
to the ground pretty much disintegrating on impact. 
After retrieving the wreckage, the once beautiful 50% 
Cub could be viewed as a sad pile of debris in the bed 
of  a pickup truck.  

 I think the suspicion was that the Cub’s wing got 
over-stressed trying to chase the Decathlon around in 
a negative G situation that it wasn’t designed for. 
During the first flight of the day, Mr. Hempel was 
managing the throttle on his Cub to do all his 
maneuvers more gently but when trying to keep pace 
with the sleeker Decathlon in formation with the brute 
power the Cub had, severe stress may have been 
visited on Cub’s more fragile airframe.

 Other than this incident, the bulk of the day’s flying 
only resulted in minor dings to the aircraft involved as 
the cross-wind became more challenging during the 
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If you have news or ideas for articles you would like to 
see, you can email me at jedweb@charter.net or call me at 

763-263-3577. Jean Davids

Café Express 
Want club logo apparel & other items? Shop here: 

http://www.cafepress.com/wrightflyersrc. 

late afternoon. Many very beautiful looking and 
flying aircraft filled the sky during the day in 
addition to the ill fated Cub and its Decathlon dance 
partner. There was a Grumman F9F and Douglas 
Sky Raider that were also quite spectacular.
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